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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic sociatism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
hest service to patriotism and to God 





What One Man Can Do 


A community in desperate need 
of able conscientious leadership 
found it in a young pastor. For 
years Santa Monica, Cal., had suf- 
fered from a civic lethargy that per- 
mitted corruption in official life 
along with vice and delinquency. 
The city council had long yielded 
to the dictates of the gambling in- 
terests that monopolized the com- 
munity’s famous beach and was 
soft toward the oil corporations 
which wanted to pump out the tide- 
lands and further despoil the shore. 
When citizens were finally aroused 
over these conditions, the city coun- 
cil managed to evade or squash any 
movement for change. 


But when election for the city 
councilmen approached, the name 
of an active young pastor was men- 
tioned with increasing frequency, 
for he had taken a lead in publiciz- 
ing the drift of affairs. Dr. Fred 
Judson did not seek political lead- 
ership; a man of great personal 
charm with ability to match, he felt 
that his large church with its exten- 
sive program was challenge enough. 
But concerned leaders of the com- 
munity were aware of the respect 
the citizens had for Fred Judson 
and the close association of his 
name with the need for a cleaner 
§ city. When Judson’s candidacy was 
announced, the city’s most power- 
ful newspaper, which had sided 
along with corruption and with 
those who let matters ride, led the 
opposition and threatened to “ex- 
pose” Judson’s friendship with one 
of the beach-front bingo operators. 
The story backfired, however, whenit 
became known that Judson’s associ- 
ation with the bingo manager was 
more a token of the mutually help- 
ful friendships the young pastor 
freely cultivated with all who came 
in reach. (And the bingo manager 
had got another job.) Dr. Judson 
was elected by a landslide and a 
cleaner happier city is in the making. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ISPATCH FROM DELHI: American achievements in industry, 
science and technology, along with our own abundance, are so re- 
markable we have come to believe that most of the people of the world 
depend on us. This was once true, for the U. S. spent nearly $15 billion 
in reconstruction and aid in Asia following World War II. But as our 
aid program was directed toward political and military ends, it ceased to 
be a moral force and the lasting values were drained out of it. The 
American people thereby lost the moral leadership of the world which 
should have justly been theirs. With Congress still insisting that our aid go 
only to military allies it takes on the nature of a bribe and is much resented. 
The advance in atomic weapons development, meanwhile, has 
created a revulsion among Asians — especially here in India — that has 
hastened the trend toward neutrality and has chilled all U. S. relations. 
U. S. embassies officially must ignore this, but their employees freely 
concede it. 

THIS TREND TOWARDS NEUTRALITY and independence 
from the West, which Russia easily exploits, has become so pronounced 
that most of the nations from Tokyo to Cairo, many of them with un- 
developed resources of their own, are seeking new friends, new partners, 
new leadership. The Suez Canal incident is part of this, the Canal having 
been operated entirely for the benefit of the white Western nations. The 
issue will never be settled by any of the formulas as yet proposed in 
Washington, London or Paris, for these are still mainly couched in terms 
of the Canal’s importance to the West. The current talk of “international 
control” still means chiefly Western control; from now on, however, all 
internationalism must include the Eastern powers on the basis of full 
equality and this must include Red China. 

RED CHINA, JAPAN AND INDIA ARE THE FULCRUMS OF 
POWER in Asia. The policy in Washington to regard Formosa, Syngmann 
Rhee’s Korea, Japan (under our tutelage) and the Philippines as the centers 
of power is most unrealistic. In every channel of Asia’s life, one never 
escapes the fact that it is Red China, India and independent Japan that 
now swing the weight of decision. 

THE GROWTH OF COOPERATION BETWEEN JAPAN AND 
RED CHINA, a factor of the highest importance in the near future, will 
soon create a pool of industrial equipment (Japan is eager to provide 
this) — technical skills, raw materials and revolutionary techniques, 
readily available to all. Japanese industrialists and technicians may now 
be seen everywhere, able energetic men, eager to share in the rebirth 
of Asia. Wealthy Chinese businessmen from Hongkong to Rangoon seem 
to have some new secret understanding with Peking. Red China, with its 
vast markets and under-developed resources intends to do business every- 
where and offers profitable connections that won’t go begging. 

RUSSIA IS USING EVERY OPPORTUNITY to encourage and 
work through these new trends. The Soviet has quickly adapted itself to 
the growth of neutrality and is capitalizing upon it, offering aid every- 
where with no military associations even suggested, while our Congress 
continues to demand that our aid go only to those who will be military 
allies. Though the Soviet has only spent about $300 million so far in 
economic aid in Asia, in contrast to the $15 billions of American non- 
military aid, Moscow is skillfully exploiting the situation. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Men Working 


The most important battles be- 
ing fought for racial justice never 
get headlines. These are in the 
achievement of individuals, espe- 
cially Negro citizens who are mak- 
ing effective and important gains 
that will soon total up to a nation- 
wide achievement. 

Robert Baker, feature writer for 
the Washington Post, spotlights 
this growing victory in terms of 
“The New Negro,” a colored cit- 
izen who does not ask for what he 
has not earned, who renounces vio- 
lence, has often denounced the ex- 
tremism in the NAACP, who is 
willing to win democracy for his 
people through the power of good- 
will. 

The New Negro: Rev. Martin 
Luther King of Montgomery, Ala., 
who led the bus boycott but de- 
manded that it be achieved with- 
out hate or violence and with good- 
will. 

The New Negro: In the college 
community of Orangeburg, South 
Carolina, Negro leaders met a 
White Citizens Council boycott 
with a boycott of their own, pro- 
testing a state investigation of the 
NAACP. 

The New Negro: Henry Carroll, 
principal of Carroll High School in 
Monroe, La., who broadcasts each 
Sunday on the radio station KNOE, 
which is popular with both white 
and Negro citizens. He lectures the 
whites — but gently — on racial 
discrimination (“Does a black tulip 
in a bed of white tulips mean 
that God has made a mistake?”); 
also lectures the Negroes — often 
more sharply — for not assuming 
full responsibilities of citizenship 
(“You have the schools. It is your 
fault if you don’t take advantage 
of them.”) 

The New Negro: Rev. A. C. 
Curtright of Thunderbolt, Ga., near 
Savannah, who becomes indignant 


when the white man speaks of the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Men Working 


(continued) 
Negro’s secret desire for intermar- 


riage. “That is an absolutely un- 
deserved derogatory reflection upon 
the white Southern womanhood 
and I resent it. Apparently, I have 
more faith in the white woman than 
you do!” explodes Dr. Curtright. 
Comments Baker, “It wasn’t too 
long ago that such words might 
have been whispered but not ex- 
ploded.” 

The New Negro: St. Elmo John- 
son, attorney of Monroe, La., who 
maintains that the Negro will usu- 
ally segregate himself by choice in 
an integrated school system — but 
the Negro wants this to come out 
of his own desire and taste, rather 
than by command of the whites. 

There are innumerable white 
people who are responding with 
similar constructive action in their 
communities, slowly breaking down 
fear and hatred, rebuilding America 
in a more Christian design. 

THE NEGRO POTENTIAL is 
the title of a 144-page study pub- 
lished by Columbia University on 
the place the Negro will eventually 
have in American life. The project 
study was inaugurated by Eisen- 
hower while he was president of 
Columbia and received the cooper- 
ation of several large industries, 
foundations, trade unions and the 
Federal Government. 

The study traces the growth in 
efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Negro in uniform, since integration 
took .place in the armed services, 
from the time when the all-Negro 
units broke under fire during 
World War II until the Korean con- 
flict. In the latter action, with rare 
exceptions, the Negro as an indi- 
vidual fought valiantly and skilfully 
when integrated with white units. 
A sense of mass inferiority, poor 
training and inadequate leadership 
were blamed for his failure in the 
all-Negro units. When integrated. 
the entire process is reversed, con- 
cluded the report. 

In the economic field great bene- 
fits can accrue to both races as the 
Negro is able to share more abun- 
dantly in the nation’s industrial 
production and as a consumer. Ed- 
ucation is given a key place in this 
development. Only 80,000 Negroes 
graduate from high school each 
year, only 9,000 from college; these 
figures could be more than doubled 
in a short time and with compara- 
tively little effort. In a day of man- 
power shortages in the skilled trades 
and professions, this added pro- 
ductive energy would give an enor- 
mous boost to our national eco- 
nomic life. The Negro is described 
as an able producer and hearty 
consumer when he has been suffi- 
ciently trained to take a normal 


place in our society. It is not with- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


NDIA’S REVOLUTION is as great as Russia’s. It is a colossal blunder 

not to realize this. The Indian revolution — largely inspired by the 
American revolution — has likewise offered the U. S. a great opportunity 
which is being lost because the U. S. demanded a military alliance as the 
price of our support. Three things in India prevent such an alliance: 
(1) the immense influence of Gandhi which still prevails; (2) the U. S. 
arming of Pakistan with complete disregard of India’s situation relative 
to Pakistan; (3) the unsavory nature of U. S. military alliances which 
India believes increase the danger of war rather than build peace. 

Indians point to recent reports in the conservative Saturday 
Evening Post in which highly respected Japanese leaders, friendly to the 
U. S., express the conviction that the Rhee and Chiang regimes are 
greater menaces to peace than Russia! India and other Asian leaders 
are perturbed over the growing U. S. military alliance with the noto- 
riously corrupt government of Prime Minister Pibul in Thailand. Pibul 
was an all-out collaborator with the Japanese while Americans where 
fighting Japan in World War Il —an item avoided in Washington dis- 
patches but highlighted in India, Burma and among the Thais themselves. 

Nehru’s refusal to join our network of military alliances, along 
with his Socialist policies, has earned him the undiminishing antagonism 
of American propagandists. This antagonism to Nehru discolors nearly 
everything written about India in the U. S. and has blinded the American 
people to the crucial issues. 

NEHRU IS WORKING MIRACLES in a seemingly impossible 
situation: he is fighting superstition, tribalism and lethargy, forcing 
economic and political progress upon India as no one else could. His 
many faults fall lightly on Asian thought where his skill, courage and 
strength are seen in historic proportions. Such petulant analyses of India 
as was presented in Time Magazine (July 30), which elaborated Nehru’s 
faults and barely mentioned the real history-shaping issues, reveal why 
American thought has always been ten years behind events in Asia and 
why our political leaders are never prepared for what happens here. 
(More about the Indian revolution in our next issue.) 


HE GREAT CONTRIBUTION OF AMERICAN MISSIONARIES 

in Asia has never been fairly recognized by the American mind. 
Actually, all our aid progams, Point Four, etc., are but extensions of the 
missionaries’ pioneer efforts. For example, in North Thailand, not far 
from the Red China, Communist Vietnam and Burma frontiers, there is 
an agricultural co-op consisting of 40 Christian families who operate 
a 1200 acre farm. Modern agricultural methods have been introduced; 
the missionary leaders have been on the ground for years, speak the 
language, live with the people. (No two year work-and-run project here, 
no evading the language hurdles, which is inevitable in many economic 
aid projects.) Across the frontiers are Communist collectivization pro- 
grams where farmers lose all and become state chattels. In this Christian 
co-op, the farmers own their land send their children to Christian schools 
and maintain a thriving Christian community. The cost is infinitessimal 
compared to the billions poured into military rat holes by the U. S. Other 
missionaries work among university students in Tokyo, Bangkok, Rangoon 
and Calcutta where Communist pressures are constant and grim. And, 
remember, the new government schools, hospitals and clinics — of 
which Indians, Burmese, Chinese and Japanese are so proud — all trace 
their beginnings to the missionaries’ efforts during the past years. These 
men and women are the unnoticed heroes in an hour of great transition. 





USINESS MONOPOLY AND YOU: A conflict is shaping up below 

the surface in congressional and business circles over the growth of 
industrial monoply. This conflict will steadily grow in size and importance 
as business drifts down from the high plateaus of the prolonged boom, 
and as the average worker, businessman and farmer once more realize 
that unemployment and bankruptcy have been the companions of com- 
merce as often as has prosperity. 

THE SALIENT QUESTION: With ever greater economic power 
passing into the hands of a few giant corporations, will these bodies of 
corporate wealth be able and willing, in a time of economic distress, to 
govern their actions with a sense of responsibility for millions of unem- 
ployed workers, for the hard-pressed small businessman and farmer — or 
will the giants continue to act only in their own interests? 

If the latter is true, then before a business recession goes far a 
bitter tug-of-war will ensue over the control of economic policy in the 
Government. For if corporate wealth reneges on its responsibility for al- 
truistic and sacrificial leadership in periods of economic distress, the cry 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Men Working 


(continued) 
out significance that in the areas of 
the South where the standards of 
living are lowest, and the produ 
tion of goods the lowest, the stand. 
ard of education among Negrog 
is also the lowest. 


Science Measures Love 
Men say that love and altruism 
are impractical in such a ruthleg 
world, that ideals cannot face the 
era of modern power. To test this 
hypothesis, a research center was 
organized at Harvard in 1949 to 
study Creative Altruism with the 
same exhaustive effort that goes 
into other scientific projects. Har. 
vard’s famous sociologist, Pitirim 
A. Sorokin, heads the Center. Ina 
survey of the Center’s activities, 
appearing recently in “Fellowship,” 
he presents the main assumptions 
which are the basis of the research: 
(1) that none of the prevalent pre. 
scriptions against international and 
civil wars and other forms of inter. 
human bloody strife can eliminate 
or notably decrease these conflicts, 
(2) that unselfish creative love, 
about which we still know little, 
potentially represents a tremendow 
power, provided we know how to 
produce it in abundance, how to 
accumulate it and how to use it— 
in other words, if we could trans. 
form individuals and groups into 
more altruistic and creative being 
who would feel, think and behave 
as real members of a mankind 
united into one solidary family. 
Dr. Sorokin further points out 
that democracy and freedom ar 
not enough to stop the massive 
slaughter of human beings; that 
free people have proved to be no 
less belligerent and _ strife-infected 
than others; that no concept of po 
litical advancement promises to 
meet the need. Neither the United 
Nations nor a world federation of 
states can generate the forces that 
must be present in human inter 
course if men are to live in peace. 
Education or illiteracy have little to 
do with man’s bent towards war. 
Religion makes claims of creat- 
ing a peaceful nature within maz, 
but again the evidence reveals that 
even Christianity, as it is now pop 
ularly preached and_ practiced, 
makes but slight progress towards 
bringing peace to human kind. Re 
ligion cannot do this unless i 
changes the way men think, thei 
patterns of reacton and speech. 
One of the most arresting analy- 
ses made by the Center was the it 
vestigation of 73 conversions, pee 
ple who had “come to Jesus” # 
“been saved” under the ministry o 
a popular evangelist. Only one o 
the 73 showed any change in be 
havior patterns in an altruistic & 


rection after his conversion. Thit 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Science Measures Love 
(continued) 
ty-seven slightly changed their 
speech forms, using the words 
“Lord Jesus Christ” and similar 
phrases in their conversation, but 
their overt behavior did not change 
tangibly. The remaining converts 
changed neither their behavior pat- 
terns nor their speech. 

This brings forward the ques- 
tion — why do the crime, alcohol- 
ism and divorce rates reflect no 
change in a community after a 
“great revival,’ such as Billy 
Graham conducts. When there are 
changes, these are so infrequent 
that the researcher is justified in 
assuming them to be coincidental 
rather than the result of the re- 
ligious activity, much as we might 
wish it were otherwise. 

Moreover, none of the other cor- 
rective movements in history have 
achieved more. Communism, so- 
cialism, all scientific and cultural 
crusades to improve human conduct 
have shown little or no ability to 
reduce the self-centeredness which 
makes bloody conflict inevitable. 
All this reveals “that without a 
notable increase of unselfish, crea- 
tive love—as ideally formulated 
in the Sermon of the Mount — in 
overt inter-individual and _ inter- 
group relationships in social insti- 
tutions and culture, there is no 
chance for lasting peace and for 
interhuman harmony, internal and 
external,” concludes Dr. Sorokin. 
The research in Creative Altruism 
finds the inadequacy not in the 
teachings of Jesus, but in man’s 
ability and willingness to apply 
those teachings. 

THE SECOND ASSUMPTION, 
that unselfish creative love repre- 
sents tremendous power that may 
be released into human society, be- 
comes then the most challenging 
prospect on man’s horizon. Love 
can be found to possess the high- 
est energy, which contains in itself 
enormous creative force and thera- 
peutic qualities. Yet men know lit- 
tle about love; all the millions of 
lives, the skills of countless scien- 
tists, the billions of dollars have all 
gone into developing the power of 
hate and the forces of destruction. 
So distorted and lopsided has the 
mind of man become that any at- 
tempt to deal with the power of al- 
truism or creative love, with any 
of the devotion and seriousness that 
goes into war, is labeled as foolish, 
Tfeports the Research Center after 
six years of work in this field. 

But the studies have already laid 
bare some remarkable facts: that 
the men and women in history who 
have devoted their lives to creative 
altruism attain on the average a 
longevity that far outruns that of 
any other group. Though they often 
starved, were frequently impris- 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


of millions will be that the Government must assume responsibility. That 
this question is already very real is evidenced by the way the food process- 
ing industries, canneries, millers and dairy corporations have refused to 
assume any responsibility—or even demonstrate a constructive interest— 
in the plight of the farmer, while they continue, year after year, to pile 
up the highest profit records in history. 

If the powerful industrial groups become dominant over the 
functions of government in a time of crisis, we will swing towards the far 
right, towards the path of Franco, Mussolini and Hitler, and fascism. On 
the other hand, if the larger public, motivated by fear, gains access to the 
fulcrum of power, through the kind of popular leadership such situations 
always inspire, the swing will be to the left with all varieties of radical- 
ism brought within the realm of probability. Christian sharing, or social 
responsibility voluntarily assumed, which is the only way true social respon- 
sibility can be implemented, will be left behind in the life and death 
struggle between the power of money and the power of fear-driven masses 
of people. The next phase of the great American revolution will have come. 
All this precludes the possibility of a long drawn out depression. As this 
newsletter has forecast ever since World War II, we are far more likely to 
be overtaken by such a period of revolutionary transition than again to 
endure a depression. 


THE UNDENIABLE GROWTH OF BIG BUSINESS MONOP- 
OLY therefore is a live and significant issue. Congressional committees 
studying the question have brought to light that, since 1951, over 3,000 
independent corporations have disappeared through mergers, with the 
largest number in 1955. This exceeds all previous records. 


Over 40 years ago, Congress saw this danger on the horizon and 
passed a law forbidding any corporation to buy another’s stock, if the re- 
sulting merger would “substantially decrease competition and tend toward 
monopoly.” But the law was evaded by corporations buying each other’s 
assets instead of stock. Presumably this loophole was plugged in 1950 
when Congress again passed a law — introduced by Rep. Celler in the 
House and Sen. Kefauver in the Senate — to curb monopolistic growth. 
However, corporations continued to find ways to merge. 


NOW A NEW BILL has been proposed that requires corporations 
planning mergers to give 90 days “advance notice” to the Justice Depart- 
ment and Federal Trade Commission; thus, if the merger threatened to 
reduce competition and increase monopoly, steps could be taken to pre- 
vent the move. Strong pressure is being exerted in the Senate to prevent 
this bill’s endorsement by that body, hence its passage is not expected in 
the near future. 

Another phase of this struggle that has likewise received little at- 
tention is the report some weeks ago of the Senate anti-trust committee’s 


investigation of General Motors. The report was released by the “com- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Science Measures Love 
(continued) 
oned, were repeatedly the victims 
of illness, plagues and torture, yet 
their years were not only much 
greater but were filled with much 
more activity and achievement than 
those of the favored classes who 
never knew want, always had the 
best of care for their bodily needs. 
In studies of 500 living American 
altruists, it was found that their 
mental and emotional make-ups 
contrast sharply with the personali- 
ties of those who become addicted 
to alcohol, crime and other failures. 
The latter are uniformly self-cen- 
tered and selfish egotists, while the 
altruists are quite indifferent to 
their personal fortunes and needs. 
The Research Center has carried 
out experiments in introducing acts 
of goodwill between individuals 
who bear antagonisms towards each 
other; it has also studied the effect 
of acts of goodwill interjected in 
antagonistic group associations. 
Many other observations and ex- 
periments have been undertaken, 
often linked closely with psycho- 
logical studies of the past, both an- 
cient and modern. These include 
reviews of the methods of Yoga 
and Buddhism, the teachings of 
Montessori, Freud and others. It is 
conceded that transformations from 
antagonistic self-centered behavior 
to altruism are difficult to attain, 
but the survey concluded that ways 
and means must be found to 
achieve, with scientific exactness, 
the enlargement of these processes. 
We must learn how to extend love 
and friendly treatment of man by 
man, far beyond concern for per- 
sonal and tribal groups, so the al- 
truism will encompass all man- 
kind. Such an extension of man’s 
knowledge of the way and power 
of love would seem to be essential 
if peace is ever to be attained. 
Having done the ground work in 
this field, the Center is starting the 
organization of an International As- 
sociation for Study and Application 
of Altruism. This organization is to 
be quite independent of the Center, 
having its own board of directors, 
etc., its own journal to be devoted 
to the publication of its studies and 
activities. We have briefly reported 
here the work of the Center. Those 
who are vitally interested in the 
study, propagation or application of 
creative, unselfish altruism, human 
solidarity and cooperation can have 
a part in this effort by becoming 
members of the new association. 
Write to the Harvard Research 
Center of Creative Altruism, Har- 
vard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
A list of the books on the ob- 
servations and studies of the Center 
is also available. It should be noted 
that these studies are presented in 
the terminology of the research sci- 
entist in psychology and sociology. 





Existence Beyond 

Observations with startling im- 
plications have been made _ by 
scientists who are delving into the 
mysteries of the atom. Dr. Clyde 
Wiegand, eminent physicist of the 
University of California, has de- 
scribed what he termed the presence 
of “anti-matter” in the universe, 
although he warned that such con- 
cepts are hard to prove. His theory 
is based in the structure of the 
atom, the building block of all mat- 
ter. An atom has a nucleus made of 
heavy, positively charged particles 
(protons) and heavy neutral particles 
(neutrons), with light negative par- 
ticles (electrons) revolving around 
the nucleus. After extensive experi- 
ments, Dr. Wiegand reasons that 
“anti-matter” would be atoms made 
up of particles bearing reverse 
electric charges; instead of protons 
in the nucleus, there would be 
heavy negative particles — anti- 
protons. Instead of electrons re- 
volving, there would be light posi- 
tive particles — positrons. 

Atomic scientists have known of 
positrons for 25 years and have 
identified them in experiments. In 
her instinct for symmetry, nature 
usually provides an opposite for 
every phenomenon. Since these 
reverse particles of the atom can 
be created in an atom smasher, do 
they not exist in space in atoms of 
anti-matter? Such anti-matter atoms 
would give off the same light waves 
as other galaxies exhibiting the 
same basic energies, according to 
Dr. Wiegand. This is possibly the 
first time that science has advanced 
a substantial theory that there is 
positive existence beyond the realm 
of the energy matter cycle, sub- 
stances that have energy and posi- 
tive existence, paralleling matter as 
we know it, but not pertaining to it. 
This does not substantiate ghost 
stories, but it opens the door of 
science to studies of energy and 
reality beyond physical matter. 


FOUR CLERGYMEN in Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, had a leading role in 
settling the long and bitter West- 
inghouse strike last spring. They 
were appointed by the mayor of 
Columbus as a fact-finding panel, 
acceptable to both labor and man- 
agement. Their findings and the 
manner of their approach so les- 
sened tensions locally that the may- 
or forwarded their report to the 
mayor of Pittsburgh where the 
strike was also creating much dis- 
tress. The report was then sent on 
to every city where the nationwide 
Westinghouse strike was continu- 
ing. CIO leaders state that the un- 
biased facts in the panel’s report, 
and the atmosphere created as the 
clergymen met and had prayer with 
the representatives of the unions 
and the company helped immeas- 
urable in breaking the statemate. 





(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


mittee staff” (obviously to shield the committee members from political 
recrimination). The report sums up the committee’s probe of the General 
Motors Corporation, as a test case of the trends, intent and behavior in- 
herent in giant industrial monopolies. The report emphasizes that while 
GM, like other industries, publicizes its widely held stock ownership, 
the corporation is in reality controlled by the 15 big investors who own 
one-third of all the stock. Through its fantastic profits (about 30 per cent 
on capital investment in 1955), and its connections with other big indus- 
trial and financial institutions, GM has such irresistible power that it can 
take over almost any adjacent field of industry any time it wishes to. Its 
unusual profits are largely due to its ability to strain out less profitable 
enterprises from within its wide holdings while using its immense sales, 
promotional and financing facilities to beat down competition and to ad- 
vance sales in whatever line proves to be the season’s leader. As a smaller 
corporation head put it, “GM never gets stuck with anything, as do 
smaller companies.” 

Since the O’Mahoney Senate committee exposed General Motors’ 
dictatorial exploitation of its car dealers, the corporation has introduced 
some reforms. Nevertheless, the committee report concludes that the 
dealers never will have real “economic independence” until they get GM 
contracts which are “enforceable in courts.” The report raises the ques- 
tion whether, for the sake of preserving a free competitive system, some 
of the GM car-making companies should not be split off from the com- 
bine and “operated independently.” Also, whether GM should not be di- 
vorced from its car-financing subsidiary, General Motors Acceptance 
Corp., which has become one of the most exhorbitant non-productive 
systems of exploitation in the consumer market. Most car buyers could 
save sizeable sums on their new cars by arranging loans with their own 
banks. However, high pressure advertising too often sells new expensive 
cars to people who haven’t enough financial resources to get bank credit. 

THE DANGER OF MONOPOLISTIC CORPORATE WEALTH 
is further underscored in a new book written by industrialist T. K. Quinn, 
who was once vice-president of the General Electric Corporation. After 
declining the presidency of GE, Mr. Quinn headed a leading national ad- 
vertising agency, served the Government in several distinguished capaci- 
ties, and is still active in business. In his new book, Giant Corporations — 
Threat to Democracy (Exposition Press, $3.50), Quinn echoes, out of his 
own experience, the findings of the congressional committees quoted 
above. He believes the point of danger arises when a corporation is able 
to stifle competition and exert influences more potent than that of gov- 
ernment, as many of them do. He points to the moral issue involved in 
the unqualified drive for profits which is the one motivating purpose of 
every corporation, despite the descriptions of their social outlooks to be 
found in their public relations literature. “The super-industrial combines 
are headed by men who got to the top by their drive for profits and pow- 
er,” states Quinn. “They and their subordinate officials will do anything 
for a soulless corporation, many ruthless things they would never do as 
individuals. Moreover, many of the corporation heads are mediocre men, 
as is so often evident when they take Government appointments. But 
they have been built up as supermen by the advertising and publicity ex- 
perts the corporations employ.” The growth of the monopolistic rule of 
the giant corporations creates a design akin to feudalism which can soon 
tower above the state. Workers, wholesalers, distributors and thousands 
of small businessmen become utterly dependent upon the policies and 
whims of the few men at the top. 

Quinn denies that big labor has become a balancing force against 
such giants as U. S. Steel, General Motors, General Electric, etc. He 
states that labor’s power to counter the influence of industry is a myth; 
the power of the corporations to manipulate production, control the 
marketing of goods, buy up and close out competitors is in no way 
matched or offset by the power of the unions. Like many other econo- 
mists, Quinn believes it is the undersupply of labor which seemingly has 
given the unions power to dictate to any extent during the past few years. 

REMEDIES PROPOSED by Mr. Quinn to control monopoly in- 
clude (1) a change in tax laws to favor the independent businesses instead 
of the present tax advantage which goes to mergers and monopolies; 
(2) breaking up the system of interlocking directorates by prohibiting 
any one individual from being a director of more than one large 
corporation; (3) the creation of a board of public directors, men of high 
character who are noted not only for their business experience but for 
their sense of social responsibility, to sit on every large corporation’s 
board to represent the public interest. (This monopoly study to be con- 


tinued in our next issue.) 


Dollars and Politics 

Have you noticed how quickly al] 
news of police brutality in Vene. 
zuela dried up in the press? Police 
oppression in Poland and Russia 
makes the headlines on every op. 
portunity. American newsmen re. 
turning from Venezuela report that 
the dictatorship of Gen. Marcos 
Perez Jimenez continues to beat 
down all opposition with unques. 
tioned ruthlessness, with deport. 
tions, cxile and imprisonment the 
rule. Killings are also reported 
from time to time as in the cage 
of the student rioting last spring. 

But the Venezuelan dictatorship 
is supported by the American oj 
corporations who are pouring hun. 
dreds of millions into the hand 
of Gen. Jimenez. In fairness it 
must be said that these millions are 
largely being used to rebuild the 
country and its industries from the 
ground up. Large construction proj- 
ects are to be seen everywhere, 
But such things are also happen 
ing in Red China and in Russia, 
As the standard of living continues 
to climb in Venezuela, the people 
accept it with an ironic smile anda 
shrug, “We have no freedom, no 
democracy, no civil liberties, but 
we eat better than other Latin 
Americans. Who will own all the 
new industries when it’s over? We 
don’t know.” Tad Szulc of the N.Y. 
Times and others have written fully 
of these conditions during the riot 
ings last spring and since, but los 
of freedom and the destruction of 
democracy under a military one 
party dictatorship in league with 
American oil corporations causes 
little concern in Washington or in 
most of our press. 





SPEED, DEATH & PROFITS: 
National polls reveal that seven out 
of every ten adult Americans favor 
equipping autos with speed gov- 
ernors which would prevent speeds 
above 60 miles per hour. Yet auto 
manufacturers show no_ response 
to this public concern — and con- 
tinue to sell cars mainly through 
ads that emphasize power, speed 
and fast get-away. This type of 
publicity is regarded by safety ex- 
perts as responsible for much reck- 
less driving and highway slaughter. 





QUIZ SHOW: From the actual 
record of the Field Board of I 
quiry in an Army discharge case: 

Question, Did you join any oF 
ganizations during this time? A® 
swer, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Will you name these organiza 
tions? A. The American Automo- 
bile Association. 

Q. Any others? A. No, Sir. 

Q. To the best of your know 
edge did the American Automobile 
Assn. have any subversive aims? 

(Released by the Civil Liberties 
Union, New York.) 











